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I. Om 2/ June 1949 a neoting of the Schools and Rducatlon Cormiscion of the
Rusoion Zone wae held in the office of the SED Central Secretariat in Borlin,
The Comiscion comelsts of the followings Stefan ileymenn, hesd of the Xultur
and Erziehmn: sectlon of tho SED, Sigrid Schwarz and Wolfgang Groth, speeinlisis
from that scotion, Hans Siebert, head of the Schools section of the Edueation
Adninistration (DVV), Karl Sothmenn, editor-in~chief of the periodieal Die
Heus Sckmle and leader of the "Freunde der neuenm Schule® (a parent-teacher
organization), and lox Kreuziger, CED oducation speeinlist in the Berlin elty
govermnent, a8 well as a achool specialist from cach of the SIED stato heade
quarters, tho division heads of the State Eduecation ifnistries, two reprew
sontatives of the zonal teachers' trade union, one representative of the educa-
tion section of the Demokratischer Frauenbund Deutschlands (DFD), and one
roprogentative of the DVV,

2. A specch by “tefan lleymenn erpbasized thet tho principles of Marxism muat be
appliod inecreosingly to the £ield of pedagogy. [He stoted that the Kulturbund
had roached o point of stagnation ard thet 1t was nolt in e position %o accompliish
the education ains of the SED, tut that it could sponeor the "Freunde der neuen
Sehule"., levmann stated that the present goals of the DED were 2) to raise tho
goneral cdueation steanderds of the schools on an "antl-fascist~denocratic basist,
b) 40 creste a now intolligentein from the ranks of the working closses, and ¢)
to develop a toaching ecrps which would bo both politically consclous and profesw
sionolly quelified. leymarm recormended inmtensified shop~group type actlvity
in the schools, and warned ogainst CDU and IDP influenco in the schools, pais
tioularly the CIU, as it falls to dlsscclate the church from the school.

3. Wolfgang Groth and Sigrid Scwmrz read reports on the declslons of tho Politbhro
of the CED for improving the educationel system, Some of the decisions dealt
with practicsl problems such as salary, school bulldings, hot school Juncheons,
ate, Tho Poiitbro is to orgenizo a pedagogical Aktiv, the merbers of which are
1o be narned by the Sduestion fection of the Central Secrotariat of the SED in
cooncration with the Porsomnel Section of the Centrael Cocretariat, The pedagogical
Aktilv  will be respemsible for the idenlogilesl theoretical guidance of the
toachers and the educationsl system in peneral. Degiendng 15 damory 1950, four
nonths! eourses wlll be piven ap the Korl lerx Hochsclmle for teachers, to be-
folloved loter by epecial courses at schools maintoined by the SHED Lond
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In the discugsions whileh followed, objsctione were raised by Siebert amd
Sothmonn to Meymann's proposals that the Kulburbund should sponsor the
"Frounde der neuen Sclmle”. It uns decided by the commission that the
Rultorbund would not assumo this function, and that if any orgenization
were to sponsor the "Freunde der neuen Selmle! it shoud be the FIOB or
the DFDG
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